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friend and I returned in the same train to London, and
on the way discussed many topics of mutual interest*
Two weeks after, I was surprised to receive from him
an invitation to dinner at his house, and a month after-
wards another invitation to dinner on Christmas Day*
Being just an ordinary foreign student who was a total
stranger to him until we met at Bitxton, I was deeply
touched and flattered by his hospitality* Accordingly,
before my final departure from England, I called on him
and his family at his country residence in Surrey and spent
a night with them* And to my surprise I found that
the room I had was only that morning vacated by a British
Cabinet minister whom two days afterwards I met at the
House of Commons dining-room*

Frankly, I am at a loss to know what it was which had
caused my distinguished friend to take such a kind interest
in me* Nevertheless, the incident illustrates the benign
influence of a kind friend's hospitality* In this case it
is a prominent English gentleman befriending an unknown
foreign student who is less than half his own age* It
is not a case of friendship between two persons of the same
age, interest or even temperament* It is just an instance
of a generous heart bubbling over with sentiments of
good-will and friendliness for all and sundry, foreigners
as well as fellow-countrymen*

Therefore, a dinner is a useful agent for the promotion
of friendships* Here is where the rounds of dinners and
banquets or other items of entertainment for a distinguished
foreign visitor have their place* If the representatives
of different nations, like the different sections of a commu-
nity, can only get together to discuss matters in the course